ELL 


em 


| 
fe 


CRIMP 


q 


VILLE COMMENTS 


Published by 
the Bellingham 
Historical Com- 
mission. 


Ed. Sawyer, Editor. 


September, 1973. 


“Yesterdays News Today” 


OUR COUNTRY STORE 


This is a story about a famous land-mark, the Green 
Store. Although no longer green and no longer used 
as a store, it is still known by its old name. 
Located in Hopedale, at the junction of Route 140 

and Hartford Avenue,in a section still known as South 
Milford, it served many people from Bellingham. 


The late Minnie B. Wilcox, a life-long resident of 
that area, wrote a history about this store and we 
quote from this unpublished manuscript; 


"As we travel today by train, by automobile, or per- 
chance by aeroplane, as we communicate with friends 
at a distanee, by telephone or radio, it is hard to 
believe that this country of ours has not always been as it is today. 

But back of this every town living, in this marvelous scientifie age of 
the 20th Century; there lies a pioneer period of settlement and grad- 
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In a big snow storm, the Woonsocket-Milford-Attleboro trolley became 
stuck at the Green Store on Rte. 140 and Hartford Avenue. 


what it is today. Looking back at our Colonial History, it seems as 
though these early days were often surrounded with a glamour and ro- 
mance sadly lacking today. The country had just passed through the 
midnight of the Revolutionary War, it was stated, when South Milford 
was born into the municipal family, in perilous times, and amid many 
unpropitious circumstances. Never the less, her people were ambitious, 
courageous, hopeful and confidently expectant of a better future, and 
persistently struggled on. 


In common with other villages and hamlets, South Milford has seen the 
days when it was of much more importance in the world than it is today. 
Remembering that when New England was first settled, it was for the 
most part a trackless wilderness, it is easy to see one of the big jobs 
the settlers had to do, was the conetruction of roads- Some of these, 
of course, were short and achieved no particular fame. Others, like 
the Newbury-port Pike and the Hartford Turnpike were really monumental 
works. The old Hartford Pike running almost a bee-line from the Bos- 
ton colony to the Connecticut colony. 


After the construction of these pikes, small settlements would spring 
up along their course. Stage coaches carried the U.S. Mail and passen- 
gers to and fro. The coming of the stage coaches brought about the 
building of taverns, many of which are still standing today. 


Soon after the taverns would come the village store, many of these also 
are still standing, and a notable example of the old colonial store is 
our own "Green Store," the heart of the villiage for a hundred years 
or more. The exact date of the erection of this building is not cer- 
tain, but the building now bears the sign, "YE OLD GREEN STORE" dated 
1780. Without doubt, this is not far out of the way, but from differ- 
ent things I have found and read, I have reason to believe that it 
must have been built before this time. 


A store has existed in the lower portion almost continually until the 
fall of 1917. The first store-keeper in this ancient building was 
Major Sam Penniman. This store was a variety store, and was also a 
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THE GREEN STORE, SOUTH MILFORD, MASS, 


Our thanks to Chester Hood for the above picture. 


central depot for straw braid to a wide circle of population for a num- 
ber of years, this straw braid being the old braided cord and seven 
braid, which the housewives and children did at home and was brought 
here on foot, by wagon or on horse-back in exchange at the store for 
groceries. 


The straw-goods manufacture was commenced as early as 1810. This same 
Major Penniman is said to have been the first manufacturer of straw 
bonnets in New England. The upstairs part, what is now the hall, was 
fitted up for the straw shop. A girl from Cumberland, R.I., Ruth New- 
ell by name, was secured to teach the girls how to make the hats and 
after teaching them, served as overseer for two or three years. Then 
she was married to Captain Nathan Hayward. They were the father and 
mother of my Uncle John Hayward, as he married my mother's sister and 
they lived most of their married life directly opposite here. 


How long this straw business was carried on here, JI do not know, as 
there is no record to be found. Major 
Penniman was married to Hulda White 
in 1741, and for some time they kept 
the Old Tavern, directly across the 
road, upon the property now owned by 
Frank S. Hayward, but the tavern stood 
almost in the road as it now runs. 


In March of 181), a Post Office was es- 
tablished in the store and Samuel Pen- 
niman was appointed the first Post Mas- 
Perens, Oltice he. held for four 
‘years. This was also the first Milfors 
Post Office. The mail was brought hewe 
by stage coach-once a week at first- 
and the people came from Milford an 
got their mail, coming mostly by foot 
or horse-back, as at that time, the 
road to Milford was scarcely more than 
a cow-path. Major Penniman was succeeé- 
ded by Sam Leeds, Jr. on May 20, 1818 
and on January |, 1827, C. M. Penniman 
was appointed to succeed Leeds. This 
position he held until 183). From the 
time of the opening of the store by 
Major Penniman and until 1827, the prop- 
erty had been known as the Penniman The store as it looks today. 
Store, but farther back than anyone 

living today can remember, this building has been painted green, and 
in this way has made itself a landmark for ages, being known far and 
wide as the "61d Green Store." 
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Until 1823, this was the only Milford Post Office, but in that year, a 
Post Office was established in Milford and was designated as Milford 
Center. Their first Post Master was Perley Hunt, the new Post Office 
being the results of his efforts. However, this Post Office was not 
favored by many of the citizens, for various reasons and they continued 
to put themselves to the trouble and cost of having their mail from our 
Own Green Store office. I find in the History of Milford by Adin Ballou, 
that Post Master Hunt's first quarterley report showed a return of only 
one dollar to the Government from the new Post Office. 


On February ic, after much effort, 
the titles of the two Post Offices 
were changed. Our office changed 
from Milford to South Milford and Mil 
ford Center was simply Milford. Thus 
it appears the Post Office here car- 
ried on as South Milford Post Office 
for a period of 85 years, but it was 
102 years from the time it was first 

established. Eighteen Post Masters TAKE HT EASY 
served during this period. Presum- 
ably in each and every case, the Post 
Master was the propriator of the 
store. Here, like all country stores 
of that time, the people met, espec- 
cially at mail time, and exchanged 
greetings. The men gathered around 
the store, smoked, and swapped stor- 
ies, the while watching the fairer 
sex as they came and went, and in 
reality it was the veritable inform- CUSTOMERS | RINGER REE 
ation bureau of the village. ARE “The Crimpville General Store” 


At the close of the straw business up- IMPORTANT 
stairs, this part was made over into TOUS!!! 
a tenement, for at the time Aaron C. 
Cook was Post Master, he and his wife, which by the way was an Aunt of 
my mother, lived in the tenement over the store. How long this remain- 
ed a house for dwellers, I an not learn, neither can I learn if anyone 
else ever did live there. But later this was made over into a place of 
worship, four rows of pews were here, four pews in the middle, and one 
on either side with two aisles. These pews were the old style pew with 
the door to close as you passed in. These were built by the individual 
user, each on paying the price of $5.00 for it. My gand-father, Olney 
Cook, was the possessor of one of these, and many of my relatives were 
owners, too. People for quite a distance used to attend church services 
here. A very high pulpit was built with two or three steps leading up 
to it; there was also a choir loft, built quite high, in what is now the 
front of the hall. The building at this time was only the length of the 
piazza, with the door on the south side, the stairs coming up in the in- 
side, at the south-east corner of the hall. 
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you take iia with you 


TYou Might Injure A Customer of... 


Record has it, that the late Reverend Adin Ballou was hired to settle 
here in this community, when he first came here-abouts, but for some rea- 
son, decided to go along a little farther to what is now Hopedale, and 
settled there. But he often preached here afternoons in this Chapel. 


I have not been able to learn wnen the pews and choir loft were removed, 
but that must have been many years ago. The addition to the building 
was built by Sam Gilbert, sometime during his ownership, probably in the 
SO's. The stairs were alsc placed upon the outside as you now see them, 
and the Post Office placed in the north-east corner of the store. [I 
have never heard of a wedding ever performed there. 


The dances held here half a century or more ago, were a great drawing 
card for all the surrounding towns. The old square dances being enjoy- 
ed. I often meet people that when they learn where I am from will say, 
'you of course know the Green Store,' or 'Do you live near the Green 
Store?! When I inform them in the affirmative, they quickly respond 


with, 'Oh many is the good times I have had there at darices, years a- 
go,' or perhaps they may say, 'I have so many times heard my mother 
tell of the good times she has had in Harmony Hall. This, by the way, 
was the name of the Hall as far back as I can learn, and until a few 
years ago, when a high wind blew it down, the sign, Harmony Hall, was 
across the front of the building. 


During the Civil War, the flag of our Country was flung to the breezes 
from a staff, hung either from this building or some place in close 
touch with it, and I remember perfectly well of seeing it floating over 
the road suspended from a line stretched from the old elm on the south 
side of the hall to the opposite side. 


On March 15, 1872, Elmwood Lodge, #129, Independent Order of Good Tem- 
plars was instituted and met in this Harmony Hall regularly, once a 
week, and was a very flourishing organization for a number of years, 35 
or more. Twelve or fifteen years ago the order ceased to hold meetings. 
The Charter still hangs upon the wall. 


My memory only carries me back to the time H. B. Fisk owned and carried 
on here, which data shows was the longest period of time of anyone ser- 
ving the public here, from 1867 to 190). When Mr. Fisk took over the 
property, it stood in the Town of Milford, but in 1886, Hopedale was set 
off from Milford, so since that time, the Green Store has been a part of 
Hopedale. 


To my knowledge, the store was broken into and pilfered three different 
times, the safe blown, and contents taken, which in every case included 
considerable amounts in the line of postage stamps belonging to Uncle 
Sam. At one time, every penny of the "Good Templars" was taken. Mr. 
Fisk was treasurer of the order for many years and kept the money in the 
safe in the store. Before this break mentioned, I remember of hearing 
told of another instance when Mr. Fisk and his dog were staying all night 
in the store on guard. When intruders came, they broke in the door, in 
pite of the resistance of the dog. But upon entering, they were received 
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HARTFORD TURNPIKE, LOOKING EAST, SOUTH MILFORD, MASS. 


At the dip of the road in the background, is the bounds of Bellingham. 
The Charles River Bridge is here. Chet Hood supplied this picture. 


with bullets; shots were exchanged, and they made a hasty retreat. The 
bullet holes were easily seen in the post by the door for many years. 


Mr. Fisk's failing health compelled him to sell the grocery business in 
the fall of 190) to John A. Hilton of Milford, he leasing the building 

of Mr. Fisk. Fisk continued as Post Master only until the red tape could 
be gone through to make Mr. Hilton Post Master. In October of this same 
year, Mr. Fisk passed away. The Good Templars, then flourishing, immed- 
lately had an enlargement made from Mr. Fisk's latest photograph and 
placed it in the hall in his honor. 


On May 2h, 1905, Mrs. Fisk sold the property to J. Stuart Cox and Wil- 
fred Gaskill, both life-long residents of South Milford. The grocery 
business was then carried on under the firm name of Gaskill and Cox, 
until March 12, 1908, when Gaskill severed his connection with the firm. 
The business was then conducted by Mr. Cox until 1916 when the store 

was closed to business. 


Church service seems to have been held almost continuously since the 
time it was dedicated to that purpose. The Ministers of the various 
faiths of Milford, Hopedale, and Bellingham have spoken to us on Sunday 
afternoons. Entertainments and suppers have always been held here as a 
means of carrying on the Church work. 


In 1914, a restlessness seemed to come upon the people that carried on 
the Church work. A different place of worship seemed to be desired and 
on April 2h, 1924, a meeting of all those interested in erecting a build- 
ing or Chapel for church service was called at the home of Fred S. Wil- 
cox. A great interest was shown at this meeting and it was well attend- 
ed. Committees were chosen to formulate plans to raise the where- 

withal to erect such a building in our neighborhood. Minnie B. Wilcox 
served as chairman of that committee. 


Early in June of 1916, we learned that the store property was for sale. 
A meeting in the Hall was immediately called for June 9, 1916. A good 
attendance was present, and et this meeting it was decided and voted to 
buy the property at the price of $1500. We were incorporated as the 
"Union Chapel Association" with Fred S. Wilcox as President. In Octo- 
ber of the same year, the store was leased to Edward Smethhurst, who 
conducted a grocery for one year. With the closing of the store, the 
grocery business in this building passed into history, as its doors were 
never again opened for business and probably never will be. 


On February 2. 1927, Milford Grange #271 Patrons of Husbandry, were re- 
organized here, and have held their regular meeting here since." 


Since Mrs. Wilcox wrote this history, the building is no longer used 
for anything. Rumor has it that the building has been condemmed for 
public use, but we feel that the Green Store should be registered as an 
historical site and be preserved as such. 


In his “Confessions of Boyhood,” Bellingham Author John Albee describes 
the first time he crossed the Charles River bridge on Hartford Avenue 
on his way to the Pennimans and the Green Store. 


"f began the conquest of new worlds and to beat down the ramparts of 
Mendon. I was despatched to a more distant neighbor, the great and 
wealthy house of the Pennimans. In a clean frock and Sunday shoes, my 
face freshly washed, and with the largess of one cent’with which to buy 


candy at the Green Store I departed full of anti- 
cipation, fear and excitement. To the bridge it 
was a familiar way; beyond that half a mile, ne- 
ver before travelled by me. I crossed the bridge 
with three skips and a jump; never had it seemed 
so narrow; but once beyond I was assailed with a 
thousand frights. The stone walls rose up to an 
intolerable height; behind them lurked innumer- 
able wicked men and bears. There was terror in 
everything, and I looked back continually to see 
if the way of retreat remained open. Soon I 
climbed the eminence on which stood the Penniman 
mansion. Its vast size astonished me. It was 
two storied with a high gambrel roof making in 
effect @ third story. I lifted the heavy brass 
knocker of the green double door and let it fall 
once. It was opened and I acquitted myself very 
well as I did not have to speak; I had only to 
deliver a parcel with a note. Whether it was a 
lordly Penniman or only a servant who met me I 
knew not, as I feared to raise my eyes from under 

my wide brjmmed straw hat. Then my own important 
business began, the spending of my cent. The 
doors of the Green Store were wide open; a dog 
lay stretched on the platform in front; the sun 
poured his full rays over everything and an as- 
pect of sleepy quiet pervaded the outside and in- 
Side of the building. There were no customers to 
be seen, nor sound to be heard save the buzzing 
of flies about the molasses measures at the far- 
ther end of the room. The store-keeper himself 
was fast asleep in a chair tilted against the 

ounter. I stepped softly half fearing to awaken 

im. My Sunday shoes squeaked a little and the 
Sound aroused him, though not entirely. He slow- 
ly opened his eyes, looking at me fixedly as if 
uncertain of any presence. Then, at length, he 
tilted his chair forward with a bang, put a hand 
on each knee, raised himself, stretched, yawned 
and scowled upon me as a disturber of his peace. 
However the trader also awoke in him and he went 
behind his counter. I had not yet spoken a word. 
Words were not necessary, for the country store- 
keeper knows without being told what the small 
urchin with one hand clutched tightly want of 
him. He took down a glass jar with a bright 
brass cover full of sticks of candy. There was 
only one short question to be asked and answered, 
'what color'? The boy, savage that he is, knows 
and delights in but one, and he said "red." In 
the shop, as he hurried out, his eyes saw many 
things never seen before. He coveted them all, 
especially such as shone in steel or brass or 
bright new wood. The dog still slept as I left 
the store, the merchant returned to his chair, 
the sun shone on in noontime splendor. Not a 
leaf stirred on the great elm; the trim spires of 
the Lombardy poplars had folded their limbs up- 
ward to neste &S one does his arms." 


Bellingham Man 
Killed By Truck 


Of Milford Firm 


Emrick Olson, Poultry- 
man, Struck By Heavy 
Sand, Gravel Carrier 


Death 


Passing Physician Exam- 
ines Victim Immediately 


After Accident 


Emrik Olson, 55, a Bellingham 
Mass., poultryman, was killed in- 
stantly at 9:45 this morning when 
he was run down by a big truck 
owned by the Rosenfeld Washed 
Sand and Gravel Company of Mil- 
ford, near the intersection of Men- 
don road and Mechanic street in 
Bellingham. The truck was being 
operated by Primo Zacchilli of 14 
Pazenna street, Milford. 

Olson, whose home is on Hart- 
ford avenue, Bellingham, had just 
left the L. F. Thayer store, and was 
returning to his home when he was 
struck and killed. 


Instantaneous 


A physician, whose name could 
not be learned, and who happened 
along in his automobile just after 
the accident, examined the victim 
and pronounced him dead. 

The body remained on the side o 
the highway for almost an hour 
during which an effort was bein; 
made to locate a medical examine} 
None being available, the body wa 
removed to the rooms of Undertak 
er Davidson at Medway, Mass., afte 
Inspector Moore, a State officer 
had viewed it. 

Zacchilli was placed under arre 
by Chief of Police J. Harvey Fole 
and was admitted to bail in the su 
of $1,000 at Franklin, Mass., wil 
orders to appear in the wistri 
Court at Walpole, Mass., tomorro 
to answer a charge of operating 
motor vehicle in such a manner % 
to endanger life and property. 

Mr. Olson located in Bellinghai 
about 15 years ago and was we 
known as a successful poultry farir 
er. He is survived by a son, Williar 
Olson, of Arlington, Mass., polic 
department, and a daughter, Mr: 
Anna Potter, of Franklin, 


This news item of Oc 
10, 1935 was contri- 
buted by Hilda Thaye: 
Olson lived in the 
last house on the 
right before the 95 


overpass on Hartford 
Avenue. 


we close the story of the Green Store by 
showing a sales slip from that famous 


General Store, supplied through the court 


esy of the North Bellingham Baptist 


Church, 


J. Stuart Cox , a Bellinghamite, 


was a well-known merchant there and we 
are reproducing the news items of his 
death supplied to us by the Donald Moore 


family. 


Mr.,.Cox lived in the house on Depot St. 
which was later moved t—o—_njieesi—=s tees 
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STUART COX DIED IN | 
BELLINGHAM TODAY 


J. Stuart Cox, 61, former postmas- 
ter in South Milford, died this morn- 
|ing at his home on Depot street, in 
| Bellingham, following a short  ill- 
jness. He was born in East Mendon, 


ison of John and Amanda (Bates) 
| Cox. ; 

For many years he was engaged as} 
'a dairyman for L. F. Thayer in Bell-} 
lingham. He was a.prominent _ resi- 
j}dent of Bellingham and well known 
|in this section. He -belonged to- the 
| Bellingham Men’s club. [ 
| Mr. Cox conducted the old ie 


lstore in South Milford many years 
jand was in charge of the postoffice 
jthere before going to Bellingham. 

| Funeral services will be conducted | 
|Friday afternoon at 2 o’clock, Rev. | 
|Clarence Chamberlain, pastor of the | 
|Bellingham Baptist church, officiat- | 
ting. Burial will be made in Bicknell 


cemetery in Mendon. 
‘ 


‘FUNERAL HELD TODAY 
~ FOR BELLINGHAM MAN. 


| Funeral services for J:.Styart Cox, 
prominent Bellingham yesident and 
formet postmaster in South Milford, 
were conducted this afternoon at 2 
o'clock at his home on Depot street 
in Bellingham, Rev. Clarence Cham- 
berlain, pastor of the Bellingham | 
| Baptist church, officiating. 

| The services were largely attended. 
The floral display included numer- 
ous handsome pieces. Burial was 
made in Bicknell cemetery in Men- 
don. The bearers were Chester 
}Richards, L. F: Thayer, R. S. Thayer 
‘and Leonard Perry. : 


Mr. Cox died on 


Picture in lower 
right shows the 
moving of the 

J. Stuart Cox 
house. 


WP ON G 


J. STUART COX, 


THE GREEN ‘STORE. 


GENERAL MERCHANDISE, ; 
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Your acéount stated to date. Iferroris Pega 
‘Lue McCaskey Register Co., AHiaaca, Ohie 
Patented June 4, 1907, 
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HOUSE HITS THE HIGHWAY 


